
WILD HORSE AND BURRO 
ECONOMICS 

 
 
 
In 2005 advocates acquired adoption data from BLM over a period ranging from the adoption program's 
inception through December 31, 2004.  The data was separated according to various states plus the 
District of Columbia, based on adopter zip codes.  The purpose for this data was to estimate the economic 
contribution of the Adopt-a-wild Horse or Burro Program. 
 
Most of the money adopters spend on adopted animals stays in the region's economy where the animals 
are located, as opposed to the export of dollars for foreign made consumer goods.  We wanted to calculate 
what benefits were derived when citizens directed portions of their disposable incomes into the 
agricultural sector in support of adopted animals. 
 
We used as a basis a 1990 estimate on the average costs of maintaining horses published by Sonoma State 
University.  The schedule on the following page was based on these calculations. 
 
Since the schedule was published, Texas A&M University has published new horse maintenance 
estimates that nearly double the values presented in 2004 dollars, at least with respect to calculating 
forward. 





 


